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Facing difficult decisions and desiring to be 
pleasing to Jesus.  I face this kind of 
predicament frequently.  Do you? 
 

Being pleasing unto the Lord is at 
the top of my priority list.  
Therefore, in this article, I would 
like to share with you some 

concepts that have been very helpful to me. 

1)  I am a frail and sinful man who desires to bring 
glory and honor to the Lord in all that I do. Being 
frail and sinful makes me fall more deeply in love 
with Jesus because I know that His love and grace 
covers my failings and sinfulness.  I know that His 
love and forgiveness are so constant that I have a 
burning desire to end all of my sinfulness and to 
give all of my weaknesses to Him to use for His 
glory and honor. 

2)  I am full of worldly desires and dreams.  When I 
have a difficult decision to make, I have to strive 
to focus on turning off those desires and dreams 
and to center my heart and devotion on loving 
Jesus.  This is the most difficult part of making a 
decision that is pleasing to Jesus.  This is where 
the battle for my soul really takes place.   

3)  I am one who thinks more clearly when I am 
active.  I have to actively and diligently pursue  
the options that would be pleasing to Jesus.    

A.   Actively seek the counsel of the Lord:  
       Psalm 33:10-11: (NLT) 10  The LORD           

        frustrates  the plans of the nations and thwarts 
        all their schemes. 11  But the LORD’s plans stand  

       firm  forever; his intentions can never be         
       shaken.  

 B.  Actively seek the counsel of His Word:  
        Psalm 1:1-3 (NLT):  1  Oh, the joys of those who  
        do not follow the advice of the wicked, or stand  
        around  with  sinners,  or  join  in with mockers.  
        2  But   they   delight  in  the  law   of  the   LORD,  
        meditating  on it  day and night. 3  They are like  
        trees planted along the riverbank, bearing fruit  
        each   season.   Their  leaves  never  wither,  and  
    

            they prosper in all they do.  

 C.   Actively seek after Godly counsel:   
        Proverbs   11:14   (NLT):      Without     wise  
        leadership,  a nation f alls;  there  is   safety   in  
        having many advisers.  

 D.   Actively seek to fulfill all that God has already  
        revealed to you as you wait on His revelation  
        of this particular decision.  Don’t idly wait for  
               this decision to be revealed. 

 E.   Actively focus on loving Jesus more and more 
        with each passing day. 

    4)   I tend to try to discover as many different options 
 and t o  think  through  the  consequence  of   each  

option.  This kind of critical 
thinking has been encouraged by 
many who have surrounded me.  
However, the decision that we are 
talking about is one that would be 
pleasing to Jesus.  Therefore,  I 
really need to go to Jesus and to 

seek His desire,  even if it goes against the wisdom of this 
world.  After all, even if the wise of this world says that 
the  decision I make is a foolish one, if it pleases Jesus, 
isn’t that the only thing that really matters?   
 

I have made many decisions that have broken the heart 
of Jesus and grieved Him greatly.  I am trying to learn 
from my mistakes and to live a life that would be more 
pleasing unto Him in every way.  These thoughts that I 
have shared with you are 
not easy to accomplish, 
because I still fail in seeing 
Jesus pleased and glorified.  
However, with greater 
clarity and determination, 
I strive to live each day to 
be more and more 
pleasing to Him.  I do this 
not because I have to, but 
because I want to.  You see, 
the more that I love  Him  
the  more  I want  to please 
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(continued from page 1) 

Him. 
 

I am praying that all of you will make it your highest goal to love Him and to please Him.  It will 
not be easy and you will have to discipline your life to doing it.  However, I want to assure you 
that it is worth every effort to strain and stretch to do so.  Philippians 3:13-14 (NLT):  13  No, 
dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past 
and looking forward to what lies ahead, 14  I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the 
heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. 
  

As the Book of Philippians tells us, we need to forget the past and press on or to strain and 
stretch to receive that prize.  The prize of loving Jesus and to have the greatest intimacy with Him.  Pray for each 
other as we all strive for this prize.  God bless you all. 
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MCBA Summer CampsMCBA Summer CampsMCBA Summer Camps   

Youth Camp “Unashamed”Youth Camp “Unashamed”Youth Camp “Unashamed”   

June 6June 6June 6---10 at YMCA Camp Keanae10 at YMCA Camp Keanae10 at YMCA Camp Keanae   

See Lyle Irimata for more informationSee Lyle Irimata for more informationSee Lyle Irimata for more information   

Registration deadline: Wednesday, June 1st Registration deadline: Wednesday, June 1st Registration deadline: Wednesday, June 1st    

   

Children’s Camp “Klash of Kin”Children’s Camp “Klash of Kin”Children’s Camp “Klash of Kin”   

June 20June 20June 20---242424   at YMCA Camp Keanaeat YMCA Camp Keanaeat YMCA Camp Keanae   

See Steffen Yamada for more informationSee Steffen Yamada for more informationSee Steffen Yamada for more information   

Registration deadline: Today, May 29Registration deadline: Today, May 29Registration deadline: Today, May 29   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say Say YES TO VBSYES TO VBS!!  
Are you ready to Are you ready to   

dive into our great adventure dive into our great adventure   
under God’s great ocean? under God’s great ocean?   

Plan to join us Plan to join us   
July 11July 11--15!15!  

    

Interested in helping? Interested in helping?   
Call Steffen Yamada @Call Steffen Yamada @  

(808) 264(808) 264--03470347   

 

 

 

         

  Today, May 29  Team 4  Cheeng S, Jennifer B, 
    Hawea R, Wayne S 

 

    June 5               Team 1: Marion, Karen F,  
                Kolbe F, Alysha F, Melanie F 
         

 June 12               Team 2:  Elaine Y, Wendy C, 
               Krystle AV, Dmitry V, Corey E 

Childcare Schedule High Street Cleaning Schedule 

                                           

Week of June 2-4 
Volunteers Needed 

 

Week of June 9-11 
Ann M 

 

Week of June 16-18 
Karen F, Linda Y 

 



 

 

JESUS: Easy to Follow and Trust Him  

to Live It Out…Finale  
Pastor Darren Sarmiento 

Last week’s article I talked about following Jesus. Today I want to finish up with knowing how to trust Him to live 

it out. Can you and I truly live out our lives in following Jesus? The answer is an absolute yes!   
 

However, most people or rather most Christians believe that you have to be at a certain level of intellect or 
knowledge of the Bible in order to follow and live the life He is calling us to live. While I believe we should have an 
understanding of the Word of God, I also don’t believe you have to know everything about the Word of God in order 
to begin believing and following Jesus. It sounds contradictory but let me explain. First, Acts 2:42-47 says, “ 42 All the 
believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s 
Supper), and to prayer. 43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs 
and wonders. 44 And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their 
property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped together at the Temple each day, 
met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity— 47 all the while praising God 
and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being 
saved.”  
 

Now, here is my question…how can thousands of Jewish people who came to an event and give up, so to speak, their 
Jewish religion and traditions to follow Jesus, just like that? What you just read in Acts 2 is about people who were 
transformed from an old way of life to a new found life in Jesus.  
 

How can all this happen in a matter of days and weeks? For us in years past we were told that we have to go through 
classes and study the Bible in order for us to follow Jesus. According to Acts 2 that is not true. You might be saying 
where does it say that or show that I can immediately begin to follow Jesus? Well, in Acts 2 it doesn’t say or show it 
but in Acts 8:1 and 4 it does. In verse one it says, “…A great wave of persecution began that day, sweeping over the 
church in Jerusalem; and all the believers except the apostles were scattered through the regions of Judea and 
Samaria.” And in verse four it continues and says, “But the believers who were scattered preached the Good News 
about Jesus wherever they went.”  
 

You might think that after being persecuted the new believers would have given up on Jesus, but instead it only 
fueled their desire to tell others about Him. In Acts 2 it reveals thousands of Jewish people becoming Christians in a 
matter of weeks and again I say, how is all this possible? If you go back and read Acts chapter 2 verses 1through 41 
you will read that it was the Gospel of Jesus Christ that changed people’s lives and their understanding, to the point 
that they were willing to follow Him. So the answer as to how you and I can immediately begin to follow Jesus is in 
our belief in the gospel, the good news about Jesus. 
 

 If you and I can believe that Jesus was sent by God the Father to die and take the penalty for our sins and forgive us 
of our sins to reestablish our relationship with Him, then you will be compelled to follow Jesus. If you and I can 
believe in the gospel then nothing will truly stop us from following and trusting Him with our lives.  
 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (TLB) says, “14 ...Whatever we do, it is certainly not for our own profit but 
because Christ’s love controls us now. Since we believe that Christ died for all of us, we should also 
believe that we have died to the old life we used to live. 15 He died for all so that all who live—
having received eternal life from him—might live no longer for themselves, to please themselves, 
but to spend their lives pleasing Christ who died and rose again for them.” Our belief is in the 
gospel. God’s love to us through the gospel is the only reason that motivates us to follow Jesus. 

If you believe in Him, you will know Him, and if you know Him, you trust Him, and if you trust Him, you will follow.   
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Mission Team Philippines 2016 
SUPPLIES Donation List 

Supplies needed by July 1, 2016: 

  -     Prenatal MULTIVITAMINS  

  -     ANTIBIOTIC OINTMENT/band-aids 

  -     IBUPROFEN/TYLENOL   

  -     COLD REMEDIES (NO liquid) 

  -     Allergy medicine   

  -     Anti-diarrheals 

  -     Antacids 

Boxes will be packed and shipped  
by July 15 

Collection box located in back or  
turn in to the church office 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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 Missionary Spotlight: 

On Mission For Christ . .  .  

This October 7-17, a mission 
team will be travelling to Samar, 

Bohol and Luzon to continue on mission for Christ.  
Mission ministries will include medical, evangel-
ism and prayer walking at villages.  The mission 
team will also help with discipleship training at the 
newly built worship center in Luzon.  Won’t you 
pray about joining us on mission?   

If God is speaking to you, please contact Vince 
Bagoyo (808) 357-3842. 

Graduates Recognition 

and Camp Report 

Potluck followed by  

recognition of graduates 

 and a time of sharing 
from youth campers. 

June 12, 2016 

5:30 p.m. 

 

Sign-up for your 
favorite dish on 
the back table! 



 

 

Protect Yourself, Protect Hawaii 

from Dengue Fever 

By knowing how to control mosquito breeding areas and how to protect yourself  
from being bitten, you can join us in preventing the spread of dengue fever. 

 

Information taken from the SOH Dep. Of Health and Aloha United Way Fight the bite  flyer 
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Help Eliminate Mosquitoes 

Here are a few ways you can get rid of standing water and reduce the number of mosquitoes around your home or property. 

 

 1. Eliminate standing water in buckets, puddles, etc. 

 2. Fix leaky faucets and outdoor hoses that are dripping water. 

 3. Treat bromeliads and other plants that hold water. 

 4. Clean your gutters so water runs freely. 

 5. Repair screens and jalousie windows to keep mosquitoes out. 

 6. Dispose of  old tires. 

Protect Yourself 

Follow these simple steps to protect yourself and your family and friends from dengue fever. 

 

 1. Apply insect repellent when you’re outdoors.  Always follow directions  

  for using repellents - especially on small children. 

 2. Clothing, such as long pants, long sleeve shirts and socks, can help  

  protect from bites. 

 3. Avoid activities in areas with lots of  mosquitoes, and going outdoors at  

  dawn and dusk when mosquitoes are most active. 

 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 

 

For updates about the dengue fever in Hawaii visit www.health.hawaii.gov 

For more information call Aloha United Way 2-1-1 

To report a suspected case contact Department of Health  

Disease Outbreak Control Division at 808-586-4586. 

If you are ill and suspect you may have Dengue Fever,  

call your healthcare provider immediately. 



 

 

call Church  
Office 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 

244-0865 

280-5810 
Joywright.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Conference Room) 
 

6:30 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(Childcare for  
Birth - 4 years at 
High St Annex) 

 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(Children & Youth-High St 
Property; Adults-parsonage) 

 

6:00 pm 
Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, 
being watchful in it with 

thanksgiving.” 
Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  

 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6 am  
(Conference Room) 

 

Mondays 6:30 pm  
(Parsonage) 

 

Gather together to pray for God to move within 
ourselves, our church, community, nation and 

world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 
with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar 

  May 2016 

 29 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

            - Observance of Lord’s Supper 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ parsonage   

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   
  MCBA Children’s Camp Registration DUE 

 30 Memorial Day –office closed 
  No Prayer Meeting 

June 2016 

  1 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
  MCBA Youth Camp Registration DUE 

  5 6 am - Prayer Time @ Conference Room 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ parsonage  

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   

 6 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Parsonage 

 6-10 MCBA Youth Camp @ Camp Keanae 

 11 MCBA  Unite Concert, Kihei BC 

 12 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ parsonage 

  12 noon - Trustees Meeting @ Conference Rm  

  6 pm - Graduates Recognition/Camp Sharing  
      Potluck 

 13 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Parsonage 

 15 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 19 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ parsonage 

  12 noon - Trustees Meeting @ Conference Rm  

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 20 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Parsonage 

 20-24 MCBA Children’s Camp @ Camp Keanae 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 
ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 

- 7 

Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

Service - 9:00 am 
 

Sunday School - 10:30 am 
(Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property; 

Adults at Parsonage) 
@VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

Today's Worship Songs 

For Who You Are 

Enough 

God Is Able 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

Jesus Teaches On Prayer 
Luke 11:1-13 

 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
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I.                            :  (Luke 11:1-2) 

 A. Remember that                 is                  . 

 B. Know that His                                 is what counts. 

 C. He is to be praised,                            .  (Matthew 6:5-6) 

 

II.                             Provisions:  (Luke 11:3)  

 A.                  not                    . 

 B. A                            relationship, not a                          relationship. 

 C. Must go to Him                       . 

 

III.                            Provision:  (Luke 11:4)  

 A. Forgiveness of               sins. 

 B. Forgiving those who sin                                   . 

 C. Matthew 6:14-15  

 D. Strength to                        temptation. 

 

IV.                           .  (Luke 11:5-10) 

 A. Friendship sometimes calls for                                                             .  

 B.                            and                            persistence. 

 C. Persist until the                     is                       . 

 

V.                                                             our Heavenly Father.  (Luke 11:11-13)  

 A. Earthly fathers don’t                                                          their children. 

 B. Our Heavenly Father desires us to                   . 

 C. He desires to give us our                                                 . 

   ____________________________________ 

 


